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Brush Strokes

David R. Becker of Chicago – Artist, Illustrator, and 
Art  Instructor – is a signature member 
of Transparent Watercolor Society 
of America and has won numerous 
awards for his work from watercolor 
societies around the country.  David is 
the author of “Watercolor Composition 
Made Easy” and “How to Sketch with 
Watercolor”. 

Though David R. Becker is best known for his watercolor 
scenes of Chicago, he also works in oil and acrylic. 
Join us for this unique event. David will 
be demonstrating “How to Simplify a Complex 
Subject” featuring a cityscape from Minneapolis. His 
demonstration for the Minnesota Watercolor Society 
will take place on Thursday,July 9 at 7:00 pm. Everyone 
attending will have a front row seat, as his demonstration 
will be online! 
Details to log in to the demonstration will post to the 
Minnesota Watercolor Society website at 
http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com and on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
MinnesotaWatercolors/ prior to the event. 
For more information on David, or for information 
on his online classes, please visit his website at  
www.davidrbecker.com

July Online Demonstration
DAVID R. BECKER 
Thursday, July 9th at 7 pm
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From the 
  President

Hello Artist Friends 
and Members!

MINNESOTA WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:  Carol Wingard, 763-218-2384
cjwin48@hotmail.com

Past President:  Sonja Hutchinson, 952-484-6949
sonjahutchinson@mchsi.com

Vice President:   Victor Perlbachs, 952-212-0532
vperlbachs@gmail.com

Secretary:  Carol Larson, 952-294-8053              
carol@caroljlarson.com

Treasurer:  Hadji Bensfield, 612-554-6709 
blessedbygod123@aol.com

Exhibition, Fall:  Janet Bates, 
janet.bates@comcast.net

Exhibition, Spring:  Melissa Moore, 
Melissa@Moore4art.com
Diane Pearson, 612-701-3314  
dianekayhennen@gmail.com

Historian:  Carol Wingard, 763-218-2384
cjwin48@hotmail.com

Hospitality:  Open position, please apply to any 
board member.

Librarian:  Hadji Bensfield, 612-554-6709
blessedbygod123@aol.com

Membership:  Anne Bendt, 612-799-1074
abendt12@gmail.com

Newsletter:  Joanette K. Larson, 651-210-4544
joanette@comcast.net 

Program:   
Marietta Turner, turner.marietta@gmail.com
Elizabeth Franklin, Twinoaks50@aol.com

Publicity, Web:  Kelly Kastner, 612-363-6672
kelynch26@msn.com

Signature Membership:  Stephen Lackore, 
507-281-0454   lslackore@yahoo.com

Workshops:  Sonja Hutchinson, 952-484-6949
sonjahutchinson.art@gmail.com
Tara Sweeney, 651-649-0535                       
tarasweeneyart@gmail.com

Northstar Liaison: Barb Carriger, 
t4tunes@comcast.net
_____________________________
IT Consultant:  Laura Hanson, 612-203-9895  
vanderolen@yahoo.com

I hope this message finds you all 
staying well. We are in the midst 
of a great amount of turmoil 
and sadness during this time (an 
understatement for sure), and it 
feels like a challenge every day to 
cope with the uncertainty, and stay positive.  Each of us deals with 
the current times in our own personal ways.  In addition, it is also 
important to find support and solace in community through our 
connections.  Our board members for the Minnesota Watercolor 
Society (MNWS) are working very hard to be here for you...to provide 
that connection. 

Keeping that connection has become quite the challenge as we are 
still not meeting in person due to the risks of COVID-19. We have 
definitely entered a new dimension not familiar to all of us artists - 
delivering events and programs via the virtual world.

Huge kudos are owed to a number of our board members. A large 
amount of coordination, flexibility, and learning new ways to do things 
in a short period of time has been needed for planned events to still 
happen.

Melissa and Diane, our spring show co-chairs, are diligently working to 
bring the spring show ‘Inclinations’ and Awards ceremony to all of us 
virtually.

Janet, our fall show chair, has been communicating and coordinating 
with the White Bear Lakes Center for the Arts to bring the fall show 
‘Splash!’ and awards ceremony to us virtually. 

Our workshop chairs, Tara and Sonja, have worked very hard with 
the workshop artists and venue contacts for workshops to still occur if 
possible. I look forward to the Kathleen Conover workshop in the fall.

Our program co-chairs, Elizabeth and Marietta, are in the process 
of working with demo artists to explore virtual options if we are still 
not able to safely meet in person for our regularly scheduled member 
meetings starting in October 2020. (Our September meeting is our 
virtual fall show.)

In addition to the above, a big thank you to all the board members 
commitment and hard work during this time to keep the ‘lights on’ for 
MNWS, and plan future ways to provide value and stay connected with 
you, our members.

We will continue to communicate programs and events, and any 
changes through e-mail, our website, and newsletter.  Also, please feel 
free to reach out to any board member or me with any questions.

    Carol Wingard
    MNWS President

Website: www.minnesotawatercolors.com
www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors/ 
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Minnesota Watercolor Society
Online Demonstration

Take a virtual bike ride with Cris as she finds a good spot to sketch 
an urban landscape. Cris will guide you to deepen your skills and 

enjoyment of drawing and water media techniques 
while seeing the city with the eyes of an “andarilho”, a 
Portuguese word for explorer or wanderer discovering 
new territory. This watercolor demo is designed to 
encourage participants to express themselves, taking 
inspiration from photographs. Learn how Cris uses 
watercolor with purpose and energy, registering her 

travels in loose and transparent watercolors.  

Look for details at the MN Watercolor Society website at 
https://www.minnesotawatercolors.com and on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors/ prior 
to the event.

Cris Franchevich is both an architect and a visual artist originally 
from Brazil, who has worked and lived in Minneapolis for over 20 
years with her husband and two daughters.  
Cris Franchevich teaches watercolor workshops locally and 
abroad. Learn more about her classes and technique at her 
website: http://crisfranchevich.com

August Online Demonstration
CRIS FRANSHEVICH
Thursday, August 13th at 7 pm

3Brush Strokes MNWS Newsletter Summer 2020

http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com/
http://crisfranchevich.com/


4

2020 Fall Workshop
KATHLEEN CONOVER “CHAOS TO ORDER”

Minnesota Watercolor Society 5 Day Workshop 
Ames Center  12600 Nicollet Avenue, Burnsville, MN 55337
Tuesday, Nov 10th through Saturday, Nov 14th
9 am - 4 pm. Limited to 11 participants

No food or beverage will be provided or shared. Participants may bring food and beverage for their own consumption. 
Participants and instructor will wear masks. At this writing the workshop is planned as an in-person event. The Ames 
Center expects to reopen by November. In the event that they do not, or if workshop cancels for any reason, registered 
participants will be notified and full cost refunded. 

Register Online: http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com/event/kathleen-conover-workshop/
Deposit: $100 deposit secures a spot in the workshop. 
Early Bird Discount: Full payment by September 1st, 2020 = $575 MNWS members,  $625 non-members. 
Payment after September 1st, 2020: full cost to members $600; non-members $650.
Questions: Email Sonja at: Sonjahutchinson.art@gmail.com or Tara at: tarasweeneyart@gmail.com

Starting a painting with color, texture, gestural 
marks and layers is FUN, and the “chaos” 
delivers vital intuitive energy. Great design 
brings order to this rich beginning. Whether 
you are a beginning or established painter, 
you’ll develop unique paintings with attention-
getting expression in your chosen subject matter. 
Master Artist, Kathleen Conover, creates and 
teaches with keen observation, deep personal 
reflection, and openness to subject matter. Her 
award-winning work, unique vision, innovative 
techniques, and fearless expression have won her 
national and international acclaim. She exhibits, 
judges, demonstrates, and teaches globally. Bring 
your sense of adventure and enthusiasm. 

View Kathleen’s teaching in a three-part video  
on her website workshops link at:  
https://kathleenconover.com/workshops/ Scroll 
to the bottom of the page to find the video links.

Due to COVID-19, the Ames Center for the Arts is limiting enrollment to 11 so participants 
each have an individual table with appropriate distancing.
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Here’s what members need to know
The MNWS Fall Exhibition is a non-juried show open •	
to all active members who have paid dues through                             
May 31, 2021. 
Artists of all skill levels may submit one painting. •	
The first 70 paid entries will be accepted. •	
The $30 fee is non-refundable and helps support the •	
Minnesota Water Color Society.

Show rules
All entries must follow MNWS Exhibition Rules •	
which are posted on the MNWS website. 
Artists must accept an online Submission Rules •	
Agreement to participate as part of the registration 
process.  
Artists are strongly encouraged to completely read and •	
understand rules BEFORE deciding what image to 
submit. 
Matting/framing requirements don’t apply for virtual •	
show. 

NEW Exhibition Schedule:
Thurs., July 16: Registration opens online
Fri., Aug. 14: Registration closes (not August 20)
Thurs., Sept. 17 evening: Winners posted on WBCA website
Judging will be done using the unframed, unmatted and scanned 
jpeg images submitted as part of the registration process.

Cris Franchevich, Judge. The paintings featured in this newsletter 
were done by artist Cris Franchevich. Chris will be judging 
our Virtual Fall Exhibition. She is a visual artist and architect 
originally from Brazil , living in Minneapolis since 2000 with 
her husband and their two daughters. Chris teaches watercolor 
workshops locally and abroad.

See more of her work and to learn about her workshops and classes 
at: https://crisfranchevich.com/ 

Minnesota Watercolor Society

2020 Fall MNWS Exhibition SPLASH! is going Virtual
White Bear Lake Center for the Arts Hosting  Virtual Winners Announcement Program 
Thursday, September 17th, 2020   Online at whitebeararts.org 

Cris Franchevich

Questions? Email Janet Bates, Fall Exhibit Chair at:
mnwsfallshow@gmail.com

Painting Sales
Paintings may be offered for sale or shown as NFS •	
– not for sale. Artists wishing to sell their paintings 
must provide contact information (website, email 
or phone number) which will be posted on the 
WBCA website during the show. 
Artists are individually responsible for transacting •	
the sale directly with the buyer and for arranging to 
ship the artwork   to the buyer. 
WBCA asks for a 15% commission. It is the •	
responsibility of the artist to send the commission 
to WBCA as a professional courtesy. 

Artists Statement
New for 2020: you will have the option to include •	
an Artist Statement about your work during the 
registration process. Maximum length of 200 
words. 
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 Awards 
Signature Member Awards
Congratulations!
Fred Dingler, John Grancorvitz, Richard Green, 
Julia Jaakola, Kathy Schur.
Following the announcement of the artwork selected for our 
2020 Spring/Fall Exhibition, Splash!, five members have met the 
requirements to be recognized as Signature Members.  

Each of these artists will be publicly recognized for their achievement 
during a regularly scheduled membership meeting (to be 
determined).

Signature Membership in the Minnesota Watercolor Society was 
established in 2008 to recognize members exhibiting an outstanding 
and consistent level of artistic ability.

MNWS Signature Membership is achieved by earning six (6) points 
within five (5) contiguous years. Points are earned by members having 
their art selected for juried MNWS (Spring) exhibitions, award 
recipients at MNWS Spring or Fall Exhibitions (except for “people’s 
choice” award), and by serving on the MNWS Board of Directors.

Stephen Lackore, Signature Membership Chair

Lifetime Member Awards
Congratulations!
Janet Adams, Julie Allen, Marian Alstad, Rhonda 
Bank, Julie Basche, Terry Becker, Robin Berry, 

Shirley Blake, Kathy Braud, Sally Burns, 
Kris Fretheim, Suzanne Galloway, Leslie 
Gerstman, Kimberly Grant, Dick Green, 
Jan Green, Lila Greenwood, Rosemary 
Guttormsson, Joy Hartl, Cecile Hartleib, 
Terry Kayser, Lois Heim, Jim Hillis, Ruth 
Hoglund, Karen Knutson, Mary Sue 
Krueger, Barbara Lanzo, Karen Lattery, 
Eber Lusty, Lorraine Manson, Bess 
Marmas, Caroline “Kitty” Matthews, Anne 
Cecile McElroy, Rosita Meehan, Judith 
Meyeraan, Diane Posselt Monroe, Carol 
Mundahl, Sandra Muzzy, Carl Nelson, 
Deborah Ronglien, Priscilla “Cida” Smith, 
Roslyn Stendahl, Jim Turner, Pat Undis, 
Emily White, Dan Wiemer
Congratulations to all MNWS Lifetime members. A 
total of 46 Lifetime members have received their pewter 
Paint Brush Lapel Pins. When MNWS can meet again, 
we will take pictures to publish in the newsletter and on 
line. Dues are waived while these members still enjoy 
the many benefits of MNWS.  Thank you for all your 
contributions to MNWS over the years. 

Questions? Contact: Anne Bendt, MNWS Membership 
Chairman at abendt12@gmail.com

Minnesota Watercolor Society Meetings for 2020-2021 
We are Here for You!

The Minnesota Watercolor Society will be continuing to bring programming to members for the 2020-2021 
season online. Programs are held the second Thursday of the month September through May.  Spring and Fall 
Member Show Reception Programming and Special Event Programming may be rescheduled at an alternate 
date and time. Dates and time changes will post to the MNWS website and Facebook Page prior to events. 
Members will be notified of special programming, also available on the website and Facebook page.

The 2020-2021 season will begin online, giving members front row seats to programming from the privacy 
of their homes.
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Minnesota Watercolor Society
http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com/join/

It’s not too late for Membership Renewal
Join or renew now to take advantage of our knowledgeable community of Watercolor Artists 

With over 350 members, the Minnesota Watercolor Society (MNWS) is one of the largest associations of 
watercolor artists in the Midwest. Since its inception in 1983, MNWS membership has mushroomed with 
artists looking for educational information, support and encouragement. Monthly meetings, a newsletter, 
workshops, demonstrations, “paintouts” and exhibits provide a wealth of opportunities for artists to learn 
and grow. MNWS also maintains an excellent library of DVDs and books for member use. Any artist, from 
beginner to advanced, is welcome to join the supportive environment of MNWS.

Our membership year is from May  1st through April 30th of the following year.

To join online and update your Member Profile, go to our website Join page at 
http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com/member-registration/

Questions: Contact Anne Bendt 
Membership Chairperson at: abendt12@gmail.com

Minnesota Watercolor Society Membership /Renewal Application 2020 Form 

Name  __________________________________________________________   Renewal     New Member

Address  ___________________________ City _____________________________ State _____ Zip ________

Phone  (______) ________ - ________________ Email  ____________________________________________

 Single Member $35                  Couple/Family $45                 Seniors (65+) $30                 Student $20

 Check here to remove your name from exhibition award donor’s mail list of artists product information. 

US MAIL REGISTRATION: Checks only. Send registration to: 
Anne Bendt, MNWS Membership Chairperson, 1120 Tonkawa Rd, Long Lake, MN 55356-9240

✁

Don
,
t forget!
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WELCOME!

MNWS New Members

Beth Bartz

Patricia Shoop

Jane Paulsen

Julie McMan

Lynne Teigs

Don’t forget to renew 

your  MNWS membership 

to continue receiving this 

newsletter. See page 7 

for more information. 

Minnesota Watercolor Society
1120 Tonkawa Road 

Long Lake, MN  55356-9240

www.minnesotawatercolors.com
www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors

“To further the development of the 
watercolor artist by providing a 

supportive environment with education, 
exhibition opportunities, promotion 

of public appreciation and 
greater visibility of the art.”

      Minnesota Watercolor Society Mission Statement

PRESORTED STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

TWIN CITIES, MN

PERMIT NO. 2805 

To become a member of the MNWS please visit our website at  
http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com/join/

Check our Facebook page for Member Happenings at  www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors

MNWS Programs are held the second Thursday of 
the month at 7 pm September through May only.
Usually at Christ Presbyterian Church, 6801 Normandale 
Road, Edina, MN   
(Corner of 70th Street and Highway 100) 
Check our website for location changes.

Due to Covid-19 in-person meetings temporarily cancelled, be 
watching our website for more information.

July Online Demonstration
David R. Becker
Thursday, July 9, 7 pm

August Online Demonstration
Cris Franshevich
Thursday, August 13, 7 pm

Kathleen Conover 5 Day Fall Workshop 
Ames Center  Burnsville, MN
Tuesday, Nov 10 – Saturday, Nov 14

2020 Fall MNWS Exhibition SPLASH! 
Bear Lake Center for the Arts, Virtual 
Thursday, September 17th, 2020

NorthStar Watermedia Society 
Meeting on the third Thursday of most 
months at 7 pm in the Rose Room, 
Roseville Skating Center, 2661 Civic 
Center Drive, Roseville, MN 55113
Due to Covid-19, in-person meetings 
suspended until further notice. Virtual 
demos under consideration. See website
 for more information. 

Call for Entry for the 5th Annual 
NSWS National Juried Exhibition: 
Wildwood Library in Mahtomedi, MN
(Due to Covid19 we may be online) 

Entry: May 1-August 1, 2019.  
Deadline: August 1 at Midnight. 
Drop-off: October 1, 2019.  
Fees: $40 for members and $50 for 
non members for up to 3 images.
Submit: All entries must be submitted 
online only at :
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_
unique_info.php?ID=6642

$8,500 possible in cash and prizes!  

MNWS CALENDAR

46 Lifetime Members 

221 PAID MEMBERS

http//www.minnesotawatercolors.com
www.minnesotawatercolors.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaWatercolors
http://www.minnesotawatercolors.com/join/
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